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Written Testimony House Bill 6090, An Act Establishing Pilot Program to
Make Opioid Antagonists Available in Vending Machines
Senator Maroney, Representative D’Agostino, Ranking Members Cicarella and

Rutigliano, and distinguished members of the General Law Committee:

My name is Jess Zaccagnino, and I am the policy counsel for the American Civil
Liberties Union of Connecticut (ACLU-CT). I am writing to testify in support of House
Bill 6090, An Act Establishing a Pilot Program to Make Opioid Antagonists Available

in Vending Machines.

Today, there is widespread recognition that disordered substance wuse is,
fundamentally, an illness to be treated and not a criminal problem to be punished. In
fact, drug addiction is classified as a disability protected under the Americans with
Disabilities Act.! Despite this, Connecticut and the rest of the U.S. have insisted on
addressing the public health problem of addiction through criminal law for decades.
This decision is inappropriate, ineffective,2 a major driver of civil liberties violations,3

and a massive contributor to mass incarceration.4

1 See Drug Addiction and Federal Disability Rights Laws, U.S. DEP'T HEALTH & HUM. SER., OFF. C1v. RTS. (Oct.
25, 2018), available at https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/drug-addiction-aand-federaldisability-rights-laws-
fact-sheet.pdf.

2 Every 25 Seconds: the Human Toll of Criminalizing Drug Use in the United States, HUM. RTS. WATCH, (Oct. 12,
2016), available at https://www.hrw.org/report/2016/10/12/every-25-seconds/human-toll-criminalizing-druguse-
united-states.

3 How the War on Drugs Has Infringed on U.S. Civil Liberties, RICE UNIV. BAKER INST. PUB. PoL’Y, (May 17, 2013),
available at https://blog.chron.com/bakerblog/2013/05/how-the-war-on-drugs-has-infringed-on-u-scivil-liberties/.
4 Drug Policy, PRISON POL’Y INITIATIVE, available at https://www.prisonpolicy.org/drugs.html.
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Connecticut is currently in the midst of an opioid epidemic, which is worsening, not
improving.? Connecticut residents are more likely to die from unintentional drug
overdose than a motor vehicle accident.® We need to tackle the opioid crisis with
public health and epidemic responses to combat the rising number of deaths, and not
by further entrenching policing in the problem. We support bills like House Bill 6090

that approach the opioid crisis through a lens of harm reduction.

Bills like House Bill 6090 are a good first step in increasing the accessibility of life-
saving measures to turn the tide of the opioid crisis in Connecticut. Opioid
antagonists, like Narcan, should be free and accessible to the general public. The
ACLU-CT supports approaching disordered substance use through harm reduction—
actions that include distributing opioid antagonists, funding public education
programs, and safe injection sites. As such, the ACLU-CT supports House Bill 6090

and urges this Committee to do the same.

5 See 3-Month Rolling Average Rate per 100,000 Population and Count of ED Visits for ‘Suspected Drug Overdose’
Syndrome in Connecticut, by County of Residence, 2019, CT DEP'T PUB. HEALTH (Oct. 17, 2019), available at
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DPH/Injury-Prevention/Opioid-

OverdoseData/Final Drug ED_Maps Mar 2019toSep_2019.pdf?la=en.

6 Opioids and Prescription Drug QOuverdose Prevention, CT STATE DEP'T PUB. HEALTH, available at
https://portal.ct.gov/DPH/Health-Education-Management--Surveillance/The-Office-of-Injury-
Prevention/Opioidsand-Prescription-Drug-Overdose-Prevention-Program#Data.
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