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Written Testimony Supporting Senate Bill 430, An Act Prohibiting Certain Conduct Concerning Drugs and Medical Devices Used to Execute the Death Penalty

Senator Maroney, Representative Lemar, Ranking Members Cicarella and Rutigliano, and members of the General Law Committee:

My name is Jess Zaccagnino, and I am the policy counsel of the American Civil Liberties Union of Connecticut (ACLU-CT). I am writing to testify in support of Senate Bill 430, An Act Prohibiting Certain Conduct Concerning Drugs and Medical Devices Used to Execute the Death Penalty.

The ACLU-CT wholly opposes the death penalty. The death penalty is the ultimate denial of civil liberties as it is an irreversible punishment used by a criminal legal system that repeatedly makes mistakes. Between 1973 and 2023, 192 innocent people on death row were exonerated and released.[footnoteRef:1] One study estimates that over 4 percent of people sentenced to death are innocent.[footnoteRef:2] An overwhelming majority of people exonerated from death row are Black or Latine, and over half of those exonerated from death row are Black.[footnoteRef:3] [1:  Capital Punishment, ACLU (accessed Feb. 10, 2025), https://www.aclu.org/issues/capital-punishment.]  [2:  Samuel R. Gross, et al., Rate of False Conviction of Criminal Defendants Who Are Sentenced to Death, 111 PNAS 7230 (Mar. 25, 2014), https://www.pnas.org/doi/full/10.1073/pnas.1306417111.]  [3:  Innocence and the Death Penalty, INNOCENCE PROJECT (accessed Feb. 10, 2025), https://innocenceproject.org/innocence-and-the-death-penalty/.] 


The ACLU-CT strongly supports Senate Bill 430 because it upholds our state’s values and ensures that Connecticut is not complicit in the use of the death penalty in other states or by the federal government. This bill is a necessary safeguard to prevent entities licensed by the state of Connecticut from supplying execution drugs or devices, which are often procured through illicit means and outside proper drug safety channels. Our organization was instrumental in pushing to abolish the death penalty in Connecticut in 2012, and we must ensure that nothing from our state contributes to the cruelty of executions elsewhere. We cannot allow Connecticut to become a silent participant in capital punishment. As such, we support Senate Bill 430, and encourage this Committee to do the same. 
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