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Written Testimony Supporting, with Amendment,  

Senate Bill 233, An Act Concerning Elections 
 

Senator Flexer, Representative Fox, Ranking Members Sampson and France, and 

distinguished members of the Government Administration and Elections 

Committee:  

My name is Kelly McConney Moore, and I am the policy counsel for the 

American Civil Liberties Union of Connecticut (ACLU-CT). I submit this testimony 

in support of Senate Bill 233, An Act Concerning Elections. We encourage the 

Committee to support this bill with amendments. 

The bill has several substantive provisions, including changes to election day 

registration, restoring the right to vote to people on parole, and providing for 

automatic voter registration. We will address these components in turn. 

Section 1: Election Day Registration Improvements 

As an organization committed to the liberties guaranteed by our 

Constitution, the ACLU-CT strongly supports a free and fair voting system to 

uphold the foundational cornerstone of our democracy: the right to vote. We 

therefore support these measures, which would provide more people with the 

opportunity to participate in elections in Connecticut.  

By providing more people with the chance to make their voices heard, 

election day registration upholds these critical democratic principles. Allowing 

people to register to vote on the day of an election has proven to increase voter 

turnout. Passing this bill would put Connecticut in line with other states that have 

strengthened their voter registration laws.  

 



Section 2: Election Day Registration Cutoff 

This Section, along with subsection (d) of Section 1, would change current law 

to prevent people who have not completed their election day registration by 8:00 

p.m. from voting, even if they are in line to register and vote at that time. Turning 

election day registrants away from voting reduces the number of Connecticut 

residents who can vote and weakens our democracy. It disproportionately harms 

minorities, immigrants, the poor, and people who live in cities.  

To be clear, we believe that current Connecticut law currently allows anyone 

in line to register to vote by 8 p.m. on Election Day to cast a ballot that day if they 

are otherwise eligible. The Secretary of the State issued incorrect guidance to 

registrars in 2016, creating confusion. That year, nearly 30,000 people in 

Connecticut registered to vote on Election Day.1 Despite being in line to register by 

8 p.m., many people were turned away from the polls, unable to cast their ballots.2 

News reports, for instance, cited at least 50 people in New Haven who were in line 

to register to vote by 8 p.m. but were turned away,3 and a similar number in 

Meriden.4 The problems persisted into November 2018, when New Haven poll 

workers instituted an 8 p.m. cutoff for voting, prohibiting many people who were in 

line to register to vote on Election Day by 8 p.m. from voting.5  

This new limit on exercising the right to vote via election day registration 

will limit voter participation, likely in a way that disparately harms people of color, 

elderly people, and low-income people. The ACLU-CT urges this Committee to 

amend Senate Bill 233 to clarify that anyone in line to register on election day by 
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8:00 p.m. would be permitted to register and to vote if otherwise eligible. There are 

many good reasons why someone would need to register to vote on election day. 

These voters deserve an equal opportunity to participate in our democracy. 

Section 3: Voting While on Parole 

The right to vote is a fundamental part of America’s democracy, and the 

government should not abridge that right lightly. Restoring the right to vote for 

people who have been disenfranchised strengthens our democracy by increasing 

voter participation and helping formerly incarcerated people to reintegrate into 

society. As an organization that defends the right to vote and believes that 

enfranchisement is an incredibly important way for people to participate in 

America’s democracy, the ACLU-CT supports this bill, which would allow formerly 

incarcerated people convicted of a felony who are on parole to vote. 

More than six million Americans are currently disenfranchised due to a 

felony conviction.6 Laws that disenfranchise people because of felony convictions 

disproportionately disenfranchise Black Americans.7 In many states, they were, in 

fact, intended to have this racist effect. The modern practice of felony 

disenfranchisement became particularly widespread in the Jim Crow era, and after 

Reconstruction, white lawmakers codified felony disenfranchisement laws that 

explicitly targeted Black Americans to diminish their electoral strength. 

It is time for Connecticut to allow people on parole to vote, remove a large 

barrier formerly incarcerated people face in restoring their voting rights, and allow 

people on parole to participate more fully in elections. This bill would provide a 

meaningful way to empower people to exercise their fundamental civic right to vote. 

We look forward to continuing the conversation on how to expand the electorate to 

fully include people living with criminal records.  

By passing this bill, Connecticut would join Massachusetts, Rhode Island, 

New Hampshire, and thirteen other states plus the District of Columbia in 
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affording people on parole their rights to vote.8 It would also bring Connecticut 

closer to the models set by Maine, Vermont, and Puerto Rico, which protect 

incarcerated people’s rights to vote, and New Mexico, which is considering such a 

law. 

Mass incarceration, combined with disenfranchisement laws, subverts 

participatory democracy, particularly for communities of color. Restoring the right 

to vote for people on parole is the first step to dismantling these harmful and 

discriminatory laws. We thus strongly support these provisions in Senate Bill 233. 

Multiple Sections: Automatic Voter Registration 

As an organization committed to the liberties guaranteed by our 

Constitution, the ACLU-CT fully supports a fair voting system to uphold the 

foundational cornerstone of our democracy: the right to vote. We therefore support 

the automatic voter registration measures in Senate Bill 233, which would provide 

more people with the opportunity to participate in elections in Connecticut.  

Multiple sections of Senate Bill 233 allow or require the use of electronic 

systems to make registering to vote more easily accessible for Connecticut residents. 

Allowing the Secretary of the State, Department of Motor Vehicles, and voter 

agencies to use electronic systems for online voter registration, changing a voter’s 

address, and notifying people that they have received their applications would 

benefit all people by providing additional ways to register to vote and communicate 

about voter registration. The use of electronic systems would most significantly 

impact people who are vulnerable to disenfranchisement, including people living 

with disabilities, those who lack transportation, students, and people who have 

unpredictable work schedules because they may be less likely to be able to visit 

offices in person. Senate Bill 233 requires these departments and agencies to use 

electronic systems, which the ACLU-CT supports.  

Section 8 of Senate Bill 233 requires voter agencies to offer voter applications 

with all applications for services and assistance. These agencies, which include 
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public assistance offices, offices that provide state-funded programs for people living 

with disabilities, and public libraries, are places frequented by many Connecticut 

residents. The right to vote is a fundamental part of America’s democracy, and 

registering to vote should be a task that is simple to complete. In addition to other 

services and assistance, it makes sense to offer voter registration applications in 

these locations. Some of the people visiting these agencies may not have another 

readily-accessible opportunity to register to vote. This would increase the number of 

registered voters in Connecticut and would most likely increase voter participation 

in elections. Though we support Section 8 of Senate Bill 233, the ACLU-CT prefers 

the requirement of automatic voter registration by these agencies. Automatic voter 

registration would simplify the process even further for the people of Connecticut 

and ensure that every resident who is qualified to register is registered, unless they 

do not wish to register. To strengthen Senate Bill 233, we suggest the committee 

require the automatic registration of eligible voters by voting agencies when 

offering services and assistance.  

Conclusion 

The ACLU-CT strongly urges the Committee to amend Senate Bill 233 so 

that anyone in line to register to vote on election day at or before 8:00 p.m. be 

permitted to register and ultimately vote if eligible. We also urge the Committee to 

amend section 8 of Senate Bill 233 to provide for automatic voter registration rather 

than just voter registration opportunities. We urge the Committee to make these 

amendments and to then support the amended version of Senate Bill 233. 


