Legislative Testimony

765 Asylum Avenue, First Floor

. Hartford, CT 06105
Connecticut 860-523-9146

www.acluct.org

Written Testimony Opposing House Bill 6670, An Act Concerning a
Mandatory Minimum Sentence for Injury or Risk of Injury of a Child

Senator Winfield, Representative Stafstrom, Ranking Members Kissel and Fishbein,

and distinguished members of the Judiciary Committee:

My name is Kelly McConney Moore, and I am the interim senior policy counsel for
the American Civil Liberties Union of Connecticut (ACLU-CT). I am testifying in
opposition to House Bill 6670, An Act Concerning a Mandatory Minimum Sentence

for Injury or Risk of Injury of a Child.

While everyone in this state wants to see children protected from harm, mandatory
minimums are not the answer. Mandatory minimums take discretion away from
judges and give it to prosecutors who can use mandatory sentences to frustrate
constitutional rights and exacerbate existing racial disparities in the criminal legal
system.! In fact, judges across the country have spoken out against mandatory
minimums because they force them to impose harsher-than-necessary sentences.?
They also create unwarranted racial disparities? and there is evidence that
prosecutors are more likely to charge Black people with crimes that have

mandatory minimum sentences than similarly-situated white people.* Mandatory
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minimums have resulted in overall lengthier prison sentences.5> Moreover,
mandatory minimums do not appear to have any significant deterrent effect.6 In the
words of a former federal prosecutor and a former federal judge, mandatory
minimums “have caused untold misery at great expense. And they have not made
us safer.”” Finally, mandatory minimums are not a fiscally sound policy and are less
cost-effective than nearly every other alternative.8 In short, there is no reason to
believe that imposing a mandatory minimum for injuring, or risking injury to, a

child will make children, or Connecticut overall, safer.

The ACLU-CT is dedicated to ending mass incarceration. That effort requires that
the General Assembly continue making progress towards reducing the number of
people who enter the criminal legal system and reducing the amount of time that
most people who do enter the system serve. The legislature will not achieve that
kind of progress if it returns to the same old tired, unproven model punitive model,
with mandatory minimums and tough-on-crime thinking that has only resulted in
injustice. This bill, however, attempts to do just that. The ACLU-CT thus opposes it

and urges this Committee to do the same.
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